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AusVELS: Level 3
Writing:   – Language (ACELA1482) 

– Literacy (ACELY1682), (ACELY1683)

Before we go
•	 In groups, students say what places 

appeal to or interest them most in the 
local area (e.g. a sports oval, a certain 
shady tree, cinema), and explain why.

•	 Groups create a list of these places and 
their explanations. Groups share their list 
with the class.

•	 Explain to students that they will be going 
for a walk around the local area. They 
may see some of the places that were 
listed and find others to share.

•	 Show the class a map of the local area 
and identify the route the class will take.

•	 Students predict what they will see along 
the way and what they might think about 
these things.

•	 Provide each group with a Walking 
thoughts and feelings chart (p.3). Discuss 
its use for recording observations, 
explaining that it will be used to write a 
story about the walk.

•	 Provide each group with a camera to 
photograph things they find interesting on 
the walk. Teacher note: Alternatively, take 
photographs on the students’ behalf.
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Out and about
•	 As they walk, students observe the local 

area closely and identify things they like 
or that interest them. If possible, students 
take a photo of the things they identify.

•	 Periodically stop students and ask them 
about things they see, with questions 
such as:

 » Did you expect to see that?

 » Have you seen anything that reminds 
you of something else?

 » Have you seen things you expected 
to or are they different? 

•	 Remind students to record their feelings 
or thoughts on their worksheet beside 
the things they see.
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Suggested time 
Before we go: 40 minutes
Walk: 30–45 minutes
When we get back: 60 minutesKey learning outcomes

Students will be able to:
•	 identify past and present tense and demonstrate appropriate 

use of tense
•	 express their ideas and experiences in writing
•	 write informative text 
•	 re-read and edit texts before publication
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When we get back
•	 Students discuss what they saw on 

the walk and how these things made 
them feel.

•	 Make a list of unexpected sights. Discuss 
with students how seeing unexpected 
things made them feel.

•	 Discuss the features of the verb tenses 
for present and past; while on the walk, 
students used mostly present tense.

•	 Students write a short story about 
something they saw on the walk and 
how it made them feel, using past tense. 
Students re-read their short story before 
swapping it with another student for final 
editing suggestions, prior to publishing. 
Students accompany their story with 
a photograph. 

•	 Students present their short story to the 
class and identify the location of their 
interesting thing on the route map.

•	 Create a walking map of the local area 
online, identifying the route walked and 
the location of the things students found. 
Create the map using Walking Maps. For 
guidance, refer to the Teacher’s guide to 
Walking Maps.

AusVELS Level 1
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Writing Language

Understand that verbs represent different processes 
(doing, thinking, saying, and relating) and that these 
processes are anchored in time through tense 
(ACELA1482)

•	 learning how time is represented through the tense of a verb 
and other structural, language and visual features

Literacy

Plan, draft and publish imaginative,  informative and 
persuasive texts demonstrating increasing control 
over text structures and language features and 
selecting print and multimodal elements appropriate 
to the audience and purpose (ACELY1682) 

Reread and edit texts for meaning, appropriate 
structure, grammatical choice and punctuation 
(ACELY1683)

•	 selecting appropriate text structure for a writing purpose 
and sequencing content for clarity and audience impact 

•	 using appropriate simple, compound and complex 
sentences to express and combine ideas

•	 using vocabulary, including technical vocabulary, relevant 
to the text type and purpose, and appropriate sentence 
structures to express and combine ideas

•	 using glossaries, print and digital dictionaries and spell 
check to edit spelling, realising that spell check accuracy 
depends on understanding the word function, for example 
there/their; rain/reign

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 identify past and present tense 

•	 use tense appropriately

•	 write an informative text 

•	 reread and edit texts before publication

Further connections  
Students and their families could:
•	 conduct a similar walk in other locations they visit, such as parks, reserves 

or a local creek

•	 talk about their thoughts and feelings when they see interesting things

•	 collect photographic evidence to share with the class

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources
•	 map of the local area

•	 Walking thoughts and feelings chart (p.3) 
(one per group)

•	 digital camera or smart phone (one for 
the class, or one per group)

•	 colour printer

Useful links
Walking Maps
www.walkingmaps.com.au

www.walkingmaps.com.au
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/Assets/Files/6287%20VWI%20Primary%20Teachers%20Guide%20to%20Walking%20Maps%20LORES.pdf
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/Assets/Files/6287%20VWI%20Primary%20Teachers%20Guide%20to%20Walking%20Maps%20LORES.pdf
www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
http://www.walkingmaps.com.au
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Group Name:

What we saw 

Unexpected/interesting things we saw or experienced:

How we felt or what we thought Why we felt or thought that

Walking thoughts and feelings chart


